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certain days of the week, and in certain months. Saying that crime occurs 
regularly would be like saying that the weather is the same every place in 
the United States, every hour of the day, every day of the week, and every 
month of the year.

The UCR also provides information about the clearance rate for the 
Part I offenses. Clearance rate refers to the percentage of crimes that 
were “solved” either by arrest or exceptional means. The UCR considers 
a crime cleared by arrest if one of three conditions is met: (a) A suspect 
is arrested, (b) a suspect is charged with an offense, and (c) a suspect’s 
case is sent to the court for prosecution. In some situations, an arrest or 
charges may not be immediately possible. In these situations, the crime 
can be cleared by “exceptional means” if each of the following conditions 
is met:9

´´ The suspect has been identified.

´´ The agency has gathered enough evidence that would support  
an arrest.

´´ The suspect’s exact location is identified.

´´ The agency confronted a situation outside of its control that pre-
vented the suspect from being arrested.

Typically, violent crimes have higher clearance rates, and property 
crimes have lower clearance rates. In particular, murder usually has the 
highest clearance rate and motor vehicle theft and burglaries generally 
have the lowest clearance rates. In 2013, nearly two-thirds of murders and 
nonnegligent manslaughters were cleared, whereas just 14.2% of motor 
vehicle thefts and 13.1% of burglaries were cleared. What this means is 
that if your home is broken into, more likely than not the offender will not 
be caught. A similar situation arises for larceny-theft: In 2013 about one in 
five larcenies was cleared.
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2013 CRIME CLOCK STATISTICS  

A Violent Crime occurred every	 27.1 seconds

One Murder every	 37.0 minutes

One Rape every	 6.6 minutes

One Robbery every	 1.5 minutes

One Aggravated Assault every 	 43.5 minutes

A Property Crime occurred every	 3.7 seconds

One Burglary every		  16.4 seconds

One Larceny-Theft every	 5.3 seconds

One Motor Vehicle Theft every	 45.1 seconds
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clearance rate: The 
percentage of crimes that were 
“solved,” either by arrest or 
exceptional means.


